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                     City of Pleasant Valley Missouri 

                    Meeting of the Board of Aldermen 

                                   Regular Session 

                                      April 4, 2016 

               

 
Call to Order:  A regular session meeting of the Pleasant Valley Board of Aldermen was 

called to order at City Hall, 6500 Royal, Pleasant Valley, Clay County, Missouri, by Mayor David 

Slater, on Monday, April 4, 2016 at 7:30 p.m.  The City Clerk provided copies of the proposed 

ordinances and resolutions, for the public, prior to the meeting. 

  

            Roll Call: Present were:  Mayor David Slater, Alderman Daniel Bohn, Alderman John Higgins, 

Alderwoman Linda Jacoby, Alderman Jesse Jordan, Alderwoman Mary Langner, Alderwoman Ruth 

Mesimer, Alderman Rick Scarborough and Alderman James Smith.  

 Staff present:  Fire Chief Robert Stinson, Interim Police Chief Jared McGinley, Public Works 

Director Chris Cronk, Assistant Court Clerk Sarah Everhart, Human Resource Manager Steve Smith, 

Assistant City Clerk Debbie Crossley and City Clerk Georgia Fox.  Police Officers Jeremy Monaco, 

Michael Buchanan, Steven Wilson, David Couzens, Larry Fish, and Ed McIntire were also in 

attendance.   

 

            Consent Agenda:  Alderwoman Jacoby made a motion to approve the consent agenda.  

Alderwoman Langner seconded the motion.  The vote was as follows:  Bohn – aye, Higgins – aye, 

Jacoby – aye, Jordan – aye, Langner – aye, Mesimer – aye, Scarborough – aye, Smith – aye.  Motion 

passed. 

 

City Attorney, Engineer, Architect, and other professional services:   
            No one was scheduled to appear to address the Board. 

 

            Public Comments: No one from the public wished to address the Board.  

 

            Mayor’s Comments: Mayor Slater provided the Board with a proclamation for Start by 

Believing Day and asked for the Board’s support.  The Start by Believing public awareness campaign 

(a program of End Violence Against Women International) is designed to improve the responses of 

friends, family members, and community professionals, so they can help victims to access supportive 

resources and engage the criminal justice system.  The proclamation designates the first Wednesday of 

each April as Start by Believing public awareness campaign day.  Alderwoman Mesimer made a 

motion to approve the proclamation.  Alderwoman Jacoby seconded the motion.  The vote was as 

follows:  Bohn – nay, Higgins – nay, Jacoby – aye, Jordan – aye, Langner – aye, Mesimer – aye, 

Scarborough – aye, Smith – aye.  Motion passed.   

            Mayor Slater discussed question 1 on the Pleasant Valley ballot tomorrow.  The question asks 

the voters if the City should discontinue collecting sales tax on motor vehicles purchased in states other 

than Missouri.  If the voters approve the discontinuation of the sales tax it is estimated that it would 

impact the city’s budget by $20,000 annually.  The Mayor said the City has not asked for a tax increase 

in twelve years.  Mayor Slater continued by saying, while he is against tax increases, he is also against 

the abolishment of any existing taxes.  He reported that he has encouraged everyone he has spoken 

with to vote no on question 1.   
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             Mayor Slater also reported that he does not have a candidate for appointment to the Planning 

and Zoning Commission.  There remains one vacant seat that needs to be filled.    

 

            Aldermen Comments:  Alderman Higgins asked the City Clerk to record the following 

statement in the minutes of the meeting.   “I feel compelled to make a statement for the record based 

on 2 minutes ago voting no on the proclamation.  Because it is a good thing.  But as I thought about it 

for a long time, a couple of hours actually, because the victims involved in that.  This is an ongoing 

problem in our society. So while the goal to quote “improve responses and to help victims” is very 

honorable and beneficial, it is but a reactionary approach that fails to address the root problem within 

the human condition that leads to sexual violence.  And it only addresses the symptoms of the root 

problem, causing no reduction at all to the quantity of sexual violence victims and perpetuates a system 

of continued pain and suffering.  That is all I have to say.  I hated to vote no.  I just felt I had to for not 

addressing the root problem and doing nothing to help stop sexual violence.”     

 

            Advisory Committees / Department Reports:  

            City Clerk:  City Clerk Georgia Fox provided the Board with the bi-monthly new fire station 

status report.  The City Clerk also mentioned that she had provided the Board with change order 

requests that the Fire Chief and Public Works Director will address during their reports.   

            The City Clerk provided the Board with the only response to the joint preliminary RFP for 

commercial developers.  The company’s name is One80 Development (founders were previously with 

Legacy Development).  Mrs. Fox reported that they will meet with the company on April 6
th

.   

 

            Public Works Department: Public Works Director Chris Cronk reminded the Board that 

Stream Team was scheduled for this Saturday from 9am-12pm.  The Director reported that there were 

35-40 volunteers this year. 

            The Director asked the Board if they had received any questions about the interchange.  

Director Cronk said he had received lots of inquiries about the pillars.  He explained that the pillars are 

for the new bridges that will eventually become the north and south bound lanes of I-35.  Alderwoman 

Langner asked the Director about the tunnel.  Director Cronk explained that south bound exiting traffic 

will exit just past the flyover to the right and then go under the highway thru a tunnel before arriving at 

the light at the intersection of Pleasant Valley Road / 69 Highway.  Mayor Slater asked if there was a 

date set for the closing of North Church Street and related detour.  Director Cronk said he would 

contact Becky Wheatley, senior director for MoDOT, to confirm the date then he would report back. 

Alderman Scarborough asked of Director Cronk if they were going to install stop signs on Leona and 

Laverne streets.  The Director replied that the City Engineer has to authorize the signs before they can 

be installed.  (Pleasant Valley City Code 335.020-335.030, “stop signs shall be erected at the approaches of 

either of said streets as may be determined by the City Traffic Engineer upon the basis of an engineering and 

traffic study.”)  The designated construction detour of south bound Church Street traffic is Kaill to 

Sobbie. 

            Alderman Scarborough also asked when the property at 6813 Sobbie Road would be 

completed.  Director Cronk explained that they had some issues with equipment and that there are 

several other projects going on, too, but he anticipates it can be done in about 6 weeks. 

           Director Cronk discussed with the Board the change order request for sewer repairs.  The 

repairs were found during the last sewer scope project.  The two repairs are on Linda Lane and 

Catherine Road.  After some discussion, Alderwoman Mesimer made a motion to approve the change 

order for the sewer repairs in the amount of $17,900.  Alderman Higgins seconded the motion.  The 

vote was as follows:  Bohn – aye, Higgins – aye, Jacoby – aye, Jordan – aye, Langner – aye, Mesimer 

– aye, Scarborough – aye, Smith – aye.  Motion passed. 
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            Fire Department: Fire Chief Robert Stinson said that he would provide the Board with two 

monthly reports at the next meeting (February and March reports). 

            The proposed change orders for the new fire station were discussed.  Chief Stinson 

recommended that change order 5 not be included in the request for approval.  After some discussion, 

Alderwoman Mesimer made a motion to approve change orders 2, 3 and 4.  The net total of the change 

orders is $258.22.  Alderman Scarborough seconded the motion.  The vote was as follows:  Bohn – 

nay, Higgins – nay, Jacoby – nay, Jordan – aye, Langner – aye, Mesimer – aye, Scarborough – aye, 

Smith – aye.  Motion passed.   

            Chief Stinson also reported that he attended a Board meeting in North Kansas City and asked 

them to donate their surplus property of tables and chairs from the NKC Fire Department to the 

Pleasant Valley Fire Department and they agreed.  The two cities will sign a City Surplus Property 

Agreement to facilitate the transaction.  Mayor Slater reported that he sent Mayor Stielow a thank you 

letter and an invitation to the grand opening of the station. 

             

            Police Department: Interim Police Chief Jared McGinley reported that, other than personnel 

actions that will be presented by Alderman Bohn, he had nothing further to add.  Mayor Slater asked 

about the new dispatch console status.  Chief McGinley reported that the new console was assembled 

and they were just waiting for the microwave tower to be installed so all the components can be 

connected and tested.   

             

            Municipal Court: Assistant Court Clerk Sarah Everhart had nothing to report at this time.  

Mrs. Bolek is out of town for two weeks.  The Board did not have any questions. 

 

            Personnel Committee: Alderman Bohn, Personnel Chairman, made a motion to enter into 

closed session authorized under 610.021(3), hiring, firing, disciplining or promoting of particular 

employees by a public governmental body when personal information about the employee is discussed 

or recorded.  Alderwoman Jacoby seconded the motion.  The vote was as follows:  Bohn – aye, 

Higgins – aye, Jacoby – aye, Jordan – aye, Langner – aye, Mesimer – aye, Scarborough – aye, Smith – 

aye.  Motion passed.  8:10pm 

            Closed Session:  During closed session, and after some discussion, Alderman Scarborough 

made a motion to terminate Police Officer Michael Bohannon.  Alderwoman Mesimer seconded the 

motion.  The vote was as follows:  Bohn – aye, Higgins – aye, Jacoby – aye, Jordan – aye, Langner – 

aye, Mesimer – aye, Scarborough – aye, Smith – aye.  Motion passed.   

            Candidate interviews for the police chief position were also discussed. 

            After leaving closed session, and before entering into open session, the Board called for a 

fifteen minute break.  9:10-9:25pm 

            Open Session:  Alderman Scarborough made a motion to return to open session.  Alderman 

Smith seconded the motion.  The vote was as follows:  Bohn – aye, Higgins – aye, Jacoby – aye, 

Jordan – aye, Langner – aye, Mesimer – aye, Scarborough – aye, Smith – aye.  Motion passed.  

9:25pm 

            Mayor Slater recommended appointment of Abraham Gordon as Police Chief and set salary 

and benefits at $65,000 and 3 weeks’ vacation annually (all other benefits are standard).  Alderman 

Scarborough made a motion to hire Abraham Gordon as Police Chief, under the Mayor’s 

recommended terms, pending background check, drug screen and physical.  Alderman Higgins 

seconded the motion.  The vote was as follows:  Bohn – nay, Higgins – aye, Jacoby – nay, Jordan – 

aye, Langner – aye, Mesimer – aye, Scarborough – aye, Smith – aye.  Motion passed.   

            Alderman Bohn made a motion to approve an annual rate adjustment for Gary Sanson, Reserve 

Police Sergeant, to step 9, $17.73 per hour, effective 4/10/16.  Alderwoman Jacoby seconded the 
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motion.  The vote was as follows:  Bohn – aye, Higgins – aye, Jacoby – aye, Jordan – aye, Langner – 

aye, Mesimer – aye, Scarborough – abstain, Smith – aye.  Motion passed.   

            Alderman Bohn made a motion to approve an annual rate adjustment for Gary Dull, Reserve 

Communications Officer, to step 9, $12.67 per hour, effective 4/10/16.  Alderwoman Jacoby seconded 

the motion.  The vote was as follows:  Bohn – aye, Higgins – aye, Jacoby – aye, Jordan – aye, Langner 

– aye, Mesimer – aye, Scarborough – aye, Smith – aye.  Motion passed.   

            Human Resource Manager Steve Smith presented health, dental and vision insurance 

information to the Board.  The recommended plans to offer are the same as last year’s plans.  The 

average increase in health coverage is 5%, dental and vision rates remained the same.  Open 

enrollment begins May 2
nd

.  After some discussion, Alderman Bohn made a motion to approve the 

MPR health insurance plans and rates for 2016/17 (effective July 1
st
).  Alderwoman Jacoby seconded 

the motion.  The vote was as follows:  Bohn – aye, Higgins – aye, Jacoby – aye, Jordan – aye, Langner 

– aye, Mesimer – aye, Scarborough – aye, Smith – aye.  Motion passed.    

 

            Finance Committee:  Alderman Higgins, Finance Chairman, did not have anything to discuss 

at this time. 

 

            Old Business: No old business was discussed. 

 

            New Business:  No new business was discussed. 

 

Consideration of Ordinances, Contracts and Resolutions: 

            A draft copy of Council Bill 3209, an Ordinance amending Chapter 210 to add restrictions and 

exceptions for the operation of unmanned aerial vehicles (commonly known as drones), was provided 

to the Board for informational purposed only and was not considered since legal review was still 

pending. 

 

Adjournment:  There being no further business, Alderwoman Jacoby made a motion to 

adjourn.  Alderman Higgins seconded the motion. The vote was as follows:  Bohn – aye, Higgins – 

aye, Jacoby – aye, Jordan – aye, Langner – aye, Mesimer – aye, Scarborough – aye, Smith – aye.  

Motion passed.  9:35pm 

 

 

 

                                                                                                     _____________________________ 

                                                                                         Mayor David Slater 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

___________________________ 

Georgia Fox, City Clerk 


